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Benefits of the Trail Extension to 
Downtown Sarasota 

 

Provides nearly 30 miles of continuous 

non-motorized, paved, multi-use trail with 

connection to the Venetian Waterway Park 

Trail. 

Extends the Trail to the downtown core of 

the city of Sarasota.  Over 2/3 of city residents 

and workers would be within 2 miles of the 

trail. 

Supports the Safe Routes to School 

National Partnership, which seeks to create 

safe and convenient ways for children to walk 

to school, promoting daily physical activity.  

There are 27 schools within 1 linear mile of the 

Trail and 45 schools within 2 linear miles. 

Links the city of Sarasota to parks and 

communities in mid and southern Sarasota 

County.  City dwellers can safely ride to more 

rural areas, while rural residents access city 

amenities. 

Promotes healthy lifestyles by providing 

an attractive and safe place to walk, run, 

skate, cycle, explore local nature viewing 

opportunities, commute to jobs or run errands. 

Converts an unused, overgrown rail 

corridor to a highly used recreational and 

commuting trail, reducing traffic congestion, 

improving air quality. 

Connects to other on-road trails, e.g. Circus 

Trail to Benderson Park; the Celery Field Trail 

to Rothenbach Park; the Longboat Key Trail to 

Anna Maria Island  

Numerous studies have shown that 

multiuse trails promote local economic 

activity, stimulate tourism, raise nearby home 

values, promote healthy lifestyles for all ages, 

and reduce employee healthcare costs.   

 
 

Friends of The Legacy Trail is an all 
volunteer organization with over 300 
members.  Our purpose is to support, 

promote, enhance and protect The Legacy 

Trail now and for future generations.  We 
are a Chapter of The Friends of Sarasota 
County Parks, a 501c3 non-profit 
corporation. 
 
 
The Legacy Trail is a Sarasota County 

Park almost 11 miles long that runs from 
the Historic Train Depot in Venice through 
Oscar Scherer State Park to just north of 
Culverhouse Nature Park in Palmer Ranch.  
It is a continuous, paved, non-motorized, 

multi-use trail with seven trailhead access 
points that have free parking, 13 shaded 

rest stations, 2 trestles over Dona and 
Roberts Bay and a bridge over highway 41 
in Venice.  It is a rails-to-trails park 
following the former CSX railroad corridor 
that was opened in 2008 as the largest 
public recreation project constructed in 

the area.  With improvements over the 
years the total cost is approximately $34 
million.  
 

The Legacy Trail is the regional backbone 
of a recreation and nature based trail 
system connecting communities across 

Sarasota County. See map.  It connects to 
the Venetian Waterway Park Trail in 
Venice for another 8 miles of continuous 
trails on both sides of the Intracoastal 
Waterway to Caspersen Beach and 
Shamrock Park.   
 

 
The Proposed Legacy Trail Extension 

starts at the current terminus of The 
Legacy Trail just north of Culverhouse 
Nature Park in Palmer Ranch and ends 8 
miles north at Payne Park in Downtown 
Sarasota.  This will create almost a 30 

mile continuous trail system. See map. 
For information about The Legacy Trail 
and the status of the Trail Extension go to 
our website www.legacytrailfriends.org 

Things You Can Do to Support the 
Trail Extension 

 

 Become a member of our 

organization.  Authorities are 
aware of the number of members 

we have that support the Trail 
Extension.  There are also volunteer 
opportunities to work on our Trail 
Extension Campaign.  Updates on 
the Trail Extension are provided at 
our monthly meetings, in our 
monthly e-newsletter and on our 

website.  You can join online at 
www.legacytrailfriends.org. 

 

 Ask us to provide a speaker to 

update your civic group, service 
club or homeowners association with 
news about the Trail Extension. 

Email legacytrailfriends@gmail.com. 

 Sign our petition to elected 

officials and get copies for friends 
and neighbors to sign.  Petitions are 
available at bike shops, other local 
businesses and our public events. 

 

 Take a photo of yourself with 

friends under the “Extend the 

Legacy Trail” sign at the north end 
of the Trail in Palmer Ranch and 
email to it us.  We will post it on our 
website. Email 
legacytrailfriends@gmail.com. 

 Purchase a shirt and hat to help 

advertise the Trail Extension. 

Proceeds help fund our campaign 
expenses.  Our logo merchandise is 
available at our monthly meetings at 

our public events and on our website 
www.legacytrailfriends.org  

 Make a donation to help fund our 

campaign expenses.  Go to our 
website www.legacytrailfriends.org. 

http://www.legacytrailfriends.org/
http://www.legacytrailfriends.org/
mailto:legacytrailfriends@gmail.com
mailto:legacytrailfriends@gmail.com
http://www.legacytrailfriends.org/
http://www.legacytrailfriends.org/

